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improved conditions on the ground and the
Parliamentary approval of these two agree-
ments serve as a testament to the Iraqi,
coalition, and American men and women,
both military and civilian, who paved the
way for this day.

As the two agreements move to Iraq’s
Presidency Council for final approval, we
congratulate the members of the Council

of Representatives for coming together to
approve these historic agreements that will
serve the shared and enduring interests of
both our countries and the region.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in Mumbai, India
November 28, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened that
at least two Americans were killed and oth-
ers injured in Wednesday’s horrific attack
in Mumbai. We also mourn the great loss
of life suffered by so many people from
several other countries, and we have the
wounded in our thoughts and prayers.

My administration has been working with
the Indian Government and the inter-
national community as Indian authorities
work to ensure the safety of those still
under threat. We will continue to cooperate
against these extremists who offer nothing
but violence and hopelessness.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attacks in Mumbai, India
November 29, 2008

On behalf of all Americans, Laura and
I extend our condolences to those suffering
from the terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India.
We mourn those who lost their lives, in-
cluding American citizens. We pray that the
injured will recover. We pledge the full
support of the United States as India inves-
tigates these attacks, brings the guilty to
justice, and sustained its democratic way
of life.

My administration has been monitoring
the situation in India closely since the at-
tacks on Wednesday. On Thursday morn-
ing, I spoke to Prime Minister Singh from
Camp David. I sent our heartfelt condo-
lences to the Prime Minister. This morning
I held a video conference with Secretary
Rice, our Ambassador to India, our consul
general in Mumbai, and other national se-
curity officials. We reviewed the latest de-

velopments, and we are working to ensure
that American citizens in India are safe.
Throughout the process, we have kept
President-elect Obama informed.

The killers who struck this week are bru-
tal and violent, but terror will not have
the final word. The people of India are
resilient; the people of India are strong.
They have built a vibrant, multiethnic de-
mocracy that can withstand this trial. Their
financial capital of Mumbai will continue
to be the center of commerce and pros-
perity.

The leaders of India can know that na-
tions around the world support them in
the face of this assault on human dignity.
And as the people of the world’s largest
democracy recover from these attacks, they
can count on the world’s oldest democracy
to stand by their side.
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Thank you very much. May God bless
the people of India.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:51 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his

remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh of India; and Paul A.
Folmsbee, consul general, U.S. Consulate
General, Mumbai.

Message to the United Nations International Conference on Financing for
Development in Doha, Qatar
November 26, 2008

I send greetings to those gathered for
the UN International Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development in Doha, Qatar.
Six years ago, I joined leaders from 50
countries at the United Nations Conference
on Financing for Development at
Monterrey, Mexico to forge a new partner-
ship for development. That partnership was
based on a consensus among the world’s
nations that development is in the common
interest of humankind. The most effective
way to raise the living standards of the
world’s poorest people is to create eco-
nomic growth by using all forms of devel-
opment finance—including trade, invest-
ment, grants, and lending—in countries
that govern justly, invest in their people,
and encourage economic freedom. Today
in Doha we should reaffirm our commit-
ment to the development principles agreed
upon at Monterrey.

The world’s economic growth is currently
threatened by a global financial crisis. The
world’s poor are the most vulnerable to the
crisis, with low or no savings or assets to
weather the turmoil. In many countries, the
financial crisis is leading to rising unem-
ployment, business failures, and economic
hardship.

The United States will not abandon its
commitments to people in the developing

world in the midst of this financial crisis.
The United States calls on other econo-
mies, both developed and emerging, to
similarly reaffirm and fulfill their commit-
ments to development and assist the
world’s poorest, consistent with their roles
in the global economy. The United States
pledges to assist developing and emerging
economies in gaining access to finance and
pledges to help ensure that the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the World Bank,
and other multilateral development banks
have the resources to assist countries in
crisis.

The nations of the world are increasingly
interdependent. With interdependence
comes mutual responsibility and account-
ability. Our ties of trade, finance, and de-
velopment should be strengthened, not
weakened by the current market turmoil.
The development principles of Monterrey
provide us with a proven path to prosperity
and partnership. Let us join together today
in reaffirming that partnership.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for the
verification of the content of this message.
This message was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 1.
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